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The USA Tavern To Tavern Origin  Story 
13 Founding Ways to Restore U.S. Prosperity 

The United Colonies of America began with a caucus in Philadelphiaôs City Tavern on Sept. 4, 1774 and the 

United States unicameral federal government faded away in NYCôs Fraunces Tavern on March 4, 1789.  This 

presentation covers the 1774-1789 U.S. Founding time period with pithy discussions on measures enacted at the 

eleven Forgotten Capitols by the 14 Founding Presidents pertinent to 2010 along with 13 ways to restore prosperity 

to the United States of America. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOhhJx_wC3c) Topics include: 

a. WAR: United Colonies Declare War on King and Country on July 6, 1775 and then appoint a Commander-in-Chief. 

b. SECRECY: Continental Congress orders all delegates to sign Pledges of Secrecy on November 7, 1775 which continues 

through to the great Constitution Convention of 1787 ending with the implementation of the new 1789 Federal government.  

c. INDEPENDENCE:  Twelve Colonies declare themselves as ñFree and Independent Statesò on July 2, 1776.  NY 

assents on July 9, 1776 making Independence and the July 4
th
, 1776 Declaration unanimous. 

d. FIRST U.S. CONSTITUTION:  the Pollyanna Articles of Confederation was passed on November 15, 1777 but not 

ratified until March 1, 1781 creating the ñPerpetual Unionò of the USA.   

e. U.S. DOLLAR & HYPER -INFLATION:  1779-1781 dollar hyper-inflation and its 1000:1 collapse due to 

spending, debt, British counterfeiting & profiteering. 

f. TREATY OF PARIS:  Commissioners agreed on Sept. 3, 1783, it was ratified four months later by President 

Thomas Mifflin on January 14, 1784 ending the Revolutionary War.  First trade mission to china follows 

g. GEORGE WASHINGTONôS RESIGNATION ï The first Commander-in-Chief, George Washington, resigns on 

Dec. 23, 1783 to a US President who conspired to fire him in 1778.  

h. GROUNDHOG DAY:   The surprising U.S. founding significance of February 2, 1787 and a foreign born U.S. President 

i. THE SECOND U.S. CONSTITUTION :  Philadelphia Convention approves it on Sept. 17, 1787;  the USCA sends it to the 

States unaltered on Sept. 28, 1787; New Hampshire, the ninth State ratifies the new constitution meeting the 2/3rds requirement 

on June 21, 1788; the Confederation is dissolved and the new U.S. Republic is born on March 4, 1789; U.S. House of 

Representatives achieves a quorum on April 1, 1789; U.S. Senate achieves a quorum on April 6, 1789; George Washington is 

inaugurated as U.S. President on April 30, 1789; U.S. Supreme Court Convenes with Chief Justice John Jay presiding Feb. 2, 

1790;  Rhode Island becomes the 13th State to ratify averting a constitutional crisis on May 29, 1790. 

j. THE GENIUS OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION,  ñONLY AMBITION CAN CHECK AMBITION:ò To insure ñWe The 

Peopleò maintain the inalienable rights of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness a check and balance system was established 

by the founders.   What are the real checks and balances in the federal government & how have they changed?   Discussion on 

the 17
th
 Amendment and Public Law 62-5.  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elNgRz2QF8A) 

k. REAL ESTATE : Its pivotal role in causing the U.S. revolution, forming and funding the post war United States of America.  

Parallels to the current ñboom to bustò market and how to fix it.  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztLg0Y-u6i4) 

STAN KLOS CREDENTIALS:  BA Zoology and American Studies; MA Rhetorical Theory and Historic Public Address: Ph.D. 
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reunion, Smithsonian,  DNC & RNC National Conventions, Montpelier, Monticello, MGM Las Vegas Hotel and  Waldorf=Astoria. 1994 

US Senate Republican Nominee who challenged Robert C. Byrd. Entrepreneur and/or co-founder of:  Re/Max of Pennsylvania n/w, 
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Italian Basketball Association player.   (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXVawyKbUZU) 
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There are four distinct stages in the United States of Americaôs formation:  

1. Continental Congress of the United Colonies of America ï September 4, 1774 to July 1, 1776 

2. Continental Congress of the United States of America  - July 2, 1776 to February 28, 1781 

3. United States in Congress Assembled of the United States of America ï March 1, 1781 to March 3, 1789 

4. The President, House, Senate and the Supreme Court of the USA ï March 4, 1789 to Present.   

 

The Eight Founding U.S. Capitols 

Conceived in a Philadelphia Tavern, delivered from a New York City Tavern and cradled in a newly renovated 

N.Y. City Hall the United States Republic founding, 1774-1789, was a complicated but most remarkable birth. The 

United Colonies and States conducted their central government from eight different Capitol City/Town locations 

and they are as follows: 
i
   (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOhhJx_wC3c) 

Philadelphia Sept. 5, 1774 to Oct. 24, 1774 City Tavern  Carpenterôs 

Hall  

Philadelphia May 10, 1775 to Dec. 12, 1776 Pennsylvania State House 

Baltimore Dec. 20, 1776 to Feb. 27, 1777 Henry Fiteôs House 

Philadelphia March 4, 1777 to Sep. 18, 1777 Pennsylvania State House 

Lancaster September 27, 1777 Lancaster  Court House 

York  Sept. 30, 1777 to June 27, 1778 York-town Court House 

Philadelphia July 2, 1778 to June 21, 1783 College Hall - PA State House 

Princeton June 30, 1783 to Nov. 4, 1783 Prospect House - Nassau Hall 

Annapolis Nov. 26, 1783 to Aug. 19, 1784 Maryland, State House 

Trenton Nov. 1, 1784 to Dec. 24, 1784 French Arms Tavern 

New York City  Jan. 11, 1785 to Nov. 13, 1788 NY City Hall 

New York City  Nov. 1788 to March 3,1789 Fraunces Tavern 

New York City  March 3,1789 to August 12, 1790 NY City Hall 

Philadelphia December 6,1790 to May 14, 1800 Congress Hall 

Washington DC November 17,1800 to Present Two US Capitol Buildings 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOhhJx_wC3c
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15 Founding U.S. Presidents  
One Commander-in-Chief 

 

È The Journals of the Continental Congress, the United States in Congress Assembled, and United States 

Congress report that there were:  

 

¶ One Commander-in-Chief under the Continental Congress and United States in Congress Assembled, 

who was George Washington serving from June 15, 1775 until December 23, 1783. 

 

¶ Three Presidents of the Continental Congress of the United Colonies of America 

Peyton Randolph September 5, 1774 October 22, 1774 

Henry Middleton October 22, 1774 October 26, 1774 

Peyton Randolph May 20, 1775 May 24, 1775 

John Hancock May 25, 1775 July 1, 1776 

 

¶ Four Presidents of the Continental Congress of the United States of America: 

John Hancock July 2, 1776 October 29, 1777 

Henry Laurens November 1, 1777 December 9, 1778 

John Jay December 10, 1778 September 28, 1779 

Samuel Huntington September 29, 1779 March 1, 1781 

 

¶  Ten Presidents of the United States in Congress Assembled under the Articles of Confederation 

Samuel Huntington September 28, 1779
ii
 July 6, 1781 

Samuel Johnson July 10, 1781 Declined Office 

Thomas McKean  July 10, 1781 November 4, 1781 

John Hanson November 5, 1781 November 3, 1782 

Elias Boudinot November 4, 1782 November 2, 1783 

Thomas Mifflin  November 3, 1783 June 3, 1784 

Richard Henry Lee November 30, 1784 November 22, 1785 

John Hancock November 23, 1785 June 5, 1786 

Nathaniel Gorham June 6, 1786 November 13, 1786 

Arthur St. Clair  February 2, 1787 October 29, 1787 

Cyrus Griffin   January 22, 1788 March 4, 1789 

¶ 44 Presidents and Commander-in-Chiefs of the United States under the 1787 U.S. Constitution 
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Election and duties of the Continental Congress and USCA Presidents 
 

È Each Colony/State elected or appointed a delegation to the Continental Congress and the United States, in 

Congress Assembled.  

È Each State, regardless of population or delegation size, had only one vote in both the Continental Congress 

and the United States, in Congress Assembled.  Presidents were elected by a simple majority of the states in 

attendance once a quorum was formed. 

 
 

 

18
th
 Century Journals of Congress and United States in Congress Assembled for 1781 showing 

no matter how many delegates a state had they had only one vote. Original Manuscript ï Stan 

Klos Collection 

È These Presidents utilized their office to exercise much influence on United States public affairs and 

legislation.  

È The Presidents and his delegation each had one vote of thirteen possible votes in the unicameral 

government. Quite often their yes or no represented 1/9
th
 of all the votes required in quorums necessary to 

enact legislation under the Articles of Confederation.  

È All the Presidents presided, in a voting ñSpeaker of the House Capacity,ò over the judicial, legislative and 

executive business of the unicameral government. 

È Presidents also had the power to call for the unicameral governmentôs assembly and adjournment.  

È Presidents received, read, answered, and at their own discretion held or disseminated the official state and 

foreign unicameral correspondence.  

È Presidents chaired the Committee of the States that governed the United States of America when the United 

States, in Congress Assembled was not in session.
iii

 

È Presidents received both United States and foreign dignitaries when they arrived at the Capitol as the Head 

of State extending the nationôs official hospitality.
iv
  

È Presidents acted similar to Supreme Court Chief Justices presiding over cases such as Federal Court 

Appeals,
 v
 Death Penalty Appeals,

vi
 Military trials

vii
 and State boundary disputes.

viii
 

È Presidents, although not serving as Commander-in-Chief, issued military orders: 
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September 14, 1782 President John Hanson U.S. Military directive to George Washington, Journals of The 

United States in Congress Assembled,
 ix
ï Stan Klos Collection. 

È The Presidents signed military commissions: 

 
 

President Arthur St. Clair signed U.S. Military Commission October 26, 1787  

 Original Manuscript Stan Klos Collection 
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President Samuel Huntington signed U.S. Military Commission  

 Original Manuscript Stan Klos Collection 
x
 

È The Presidents signed U.S. Diplomatic Commissions: 

 
 

 

President Thomas McKean signs  Joseph de Lô Etombe Consul General of France U.S. Commission  

Journals of the United States in Congress Assembled 
xi
 ï Stan Klos Collection   

 


